
GDHN July 2023 Webinar
Are we part of the problem, or part of the solution? 
Digital health and the climate crisis



2023 Global Digital Health Forum: Call for abstracts

Abstract submission deadline: 
Friday, 25 August 2023

Forum Theme: Driving Effective and 
Equitable Digital Health Innovation

Visit https://www.gdhf.digital/ for more 
information and to submit your abstract

Questions:
forum@globaldigitalhealthnetwork.org
The 2023 Global Digital Health Forum will be held from 4–6 
December as a hybrid event—in-person in Washington DC and 
virtually (Asia and East Africa time zones).

https://www.gdhf.digital/


Meet the new GDHN Co-Chair! 

Carol Kamasaka
Senior Program Officer - Digital 
Health, PATH Uganda
President, Uganda Health 
Informatics Association



Digital health & 
the climate crisis

GDHN meeting July 2023

Are we health part of the problem, 

or part of the solution?



GLOBAL TEMPERATURES ARE SKYROCKETING

1880



HEATING IMPACTS ALREADY BEING FELT 
GLOBALLY



Cyclone Idai

IMPACTS BEING FELT AROUND SOUTH AFRICA

Table Mountain fires 2021

Drought 2018 Flooding & mudslides 2020





WE HAVE BEGUN EARTH’S 6th MASS EXTINCTION



THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL PANEL ON CLIMATE CHANGE (IPCC) 



THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL PANEL ON CLIMATE CHANGE (IPCC) 







What are the main issues 
between digital development and 

the climate crisis?





www.cdc.gov



Digital development should

1. Minimize ecological harm of digital development

2. Increase health systems resilience & provide 
services to mitigate the climate crisis

3. Reduce the carbon footprint of healthcare









Digital development should

1. Minimize ecological harm of digital development

2. Increase health system resilience & provide 
services to mitigate the climate crisis

3. Reduce the carbon footprint of healthcare





Digital development should

1. Minimize ecological harm of digital development

2. Increase health system resilience & provide 
services to mitigate the climate crisis

3. Reduce the carbon footprint of the industry itself









How to apply this in my work & projects?

1. How can your work minimize ecological harm?

2. How can your work increase resilience & 
provide services to mitigate the climate crisis?

3. Can your work reduce the carbon footprint & 
damage of the industry you work in?



Digital development should
1. Minimize ecological harm of digital development

2. Increase health system resilience & provide 
services to mitigate the climate crisis

3. Reduce the carbon footprint of the industry itself

4. Lobby & mobilise people to oppose climate crisis.     
POLITICAL action



DH&I Small working group on digital 
health & the climate crisis
62 in the team

- 5 continents, about 30 countries 

- 21 task volunteers

- Practitioners / academics / government / medics / NGOs / donors /   
International orgs

Monthly meetings: Last Monday of the month (still sorting time) 

Co-chairs: Matt Hulse (World Bank, US)

Gabby Samuel (Kings College London, UK)

Peter Benjamin (HealthEnabled, South Africa)



Activities 1
AWARENESS

• 1. Stream in Global Digital Health Forum

• 2. Wikipedia article

• 3. ICTWorks blog & social media plan

• 4. World Bank virtual event

• 5. Course curriculum & learning module

• 6. Infographics & other media

ADVOCACY & OUTREACH

• 7. SWG governance docs, mission etc.

• 8. Private sector outreach, templates

• 9. Policy briefs on topics

• 10. Small hybrid conference



Activities 2
ANALYTICS

• 11. Article on ‘What data do we need?’ to assess enviro impact of Dig Health

• 12. Literature review on environ impact of Dig Health implementations and means to reduce 

• 13. Research how digital health can reduce environmental harm of healthcare industry 

• 14. Landscape review of tools & framework for assessment of digital health tech for environmental cost-benefit

• 15. Policy framework for integration of digital health in mitigating the impact of climatic disasters on healthcare systems

• 16. White-paper & framework on carbon costs of tech in health sector

OTHER

• 17. Map open source, climate resources for software developers

• 18. Sexual & reproductive health, digital & climate change, rights & gender perspective 

• 19. Open source resource repository for AI model development (climate data resources) 

• 20. Digital mental health & climate change 



Digital health and the climate crisis

1. Minimize environmental harm of digital health

2. Increase health system resilience & provide services to 
mitigate (reduce emissions) & adapt (adjust to climate change) 

3. Digital health as a tool to reduce the carbon footprint of the 
health industry itself



First, do no 
environmental harm

Be part of the solution 
to the climate crisis



Climate crisis & digital health

Working Group 

Email: peter@healthenabled.org



Q&A
Please post your 
questions in the chat. 



Join the next GDHN webinar

FLEXIBLE DIGITALIZATION OF REGULATORY AUTHORITIES

When: August 24th @ 8:00–9:00 EDT (New York/UTC-4)
Hosted by:

More details and registration link coming soon! 



Join the GDHN!

https://bit.ly/GDHNSignUp

https://bit.ly/GDHNSignUp

